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It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to have served as the
Chairman for the Hong Kong Sports Institute Limited (HKSI)
for the year 2005/06. It is also a major challenge for me to work
towards the development of elite sports in Hong Kong. My term
of office started with two very important tasks. The first was the
preparation for the Doha Asian Games in December 2006; the
second, and ongoing, task is the reprovisioning and rebuilding of
the HKSI in preparation for the Equestrian Events for the
Olympics, and for the Paralympics in 2008.

The Doha Asian Games was the most significant international
sports event in 2006. Elite athletes in countries and the regions
throughout Asia prepared intensively for the Games. No less so
our own elite athletes who went into their preparation with
determination and dedication, and the HKSI, their strongest
support, was totally committed to aid and enhance their efforts.

In July 2005, the International Olympic Committee announced
that the Equestrian Events of the Olympics, and the Paralympics
of 2008 would be held in Hong Kong, with the HKSI as one of
the core venues. It is an unprecedented opportunity for Hong
Kong to participate in the co-organisation of Olympic events:
not only does it give an impetus to the development of the local
sports scene; it prompts the Government to speed up the
redevelopment plans for the HKSI. The decision will have an
enormous impact on the long term development of elite sports
in Hong Kong.
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To accommodate these events, the HKSI decided to relocate its headquarters
to Wu Kwai Sha Youth Village (WKSYV) for the period from January 2007
to the end of the 2008 Olympic events. The HKSI also started discussions
with the Government on elite sports training venues' arrangements during
this period of transition. As a result of complex and comprehensive
negotiations with many Government departments and providers, the training
venues for our elite athletes have been relocated at either WKSYV or various
Leisure and Cultural Services Department venues.

Throughout this period of many changes, the HKSI has continued its
unstinting efforts to work with athletes to prepare for the various major
international competitions. It is heartening to note that during the year our
athletes won a great number of medals and set new records for Hong Kong.

In the 10th National Games, Hong Kong athletes won 1 gold, 3 bronze medals
and set a new Hong Kong record in athletics. Cyclist Steven Wong won a
gold medal in the men's BMX race. In the 4th East Asian Games, we surpassed
our efforts in the last three Games and won 2 gold, 2 silver and 9 bronze
medals besides setting new Hong Kong records for five events in swimming.
Wushu athletes Chan Siu-kit, Chow Ting-yu and To Yu-hang won a gold
medal in taolu - men's duilian event. In the 1st Asian Indoor Games, the
Hong Kong delegation won 12 gold, 9 silver and 5 bronze medals as well as
set new Hong Kong records for six events in swimming.

Elite athletes in fencing, swimming, badminton and squash achieved excellent
results in their various respective World Championships and Asian
Championships. Chow Tsz-ki produced a best-ever result for Hong Kong
athletes at the Women's Sabre World Cup Candidature A by winning a
bronze medal. The Hong Kong swimming team captured 2 gold and 2 bronze
medals at the 7th Asian Swimming Championships in which Hannah Wilson
won 2 gold medals in the women's 50m freestyle and 100m freestyle events.
Among junior athletes, the up-and-coming junior badminton player, Yip
Pui-yin, achieved record-breaking results at the Asian Junior Badminton
Championships, winning a bronze medal in the girls' singles and another
bronze medal in the girls' doubles with teammate Lam Sin-ying. Au Wing-
chi, Chan Ho-ling, Chiu Ka-kei and Leung Shin-nga, members of the Hong
Kong junior women squash team, won a first-ever gold medal at the World
Junior Women's Championships 2005.
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The successful performance of our confident, well prepared
athletes is a testimony of their talent, passion and commitment;
it is also a recognition of the skill, professionalism and dedicated
support from the HKSI staff.

Our Sports Scholarship Scheme sponsors over 600 elite athletes
in 13 elite sports and two disabled sports categories. Individual
elite athletes, junior athletes and disabled athletes also receive
sponsorship from various funds for their sports training,
competition and education. In our search for sports talents, the
HKSI worked with 800 primary and secondary schools to organise
the Searching for New Sport Stars programme. Through a
vigorous and systematic talent identification programme
involving a battery of scientific tests, talents are identified for
long term professional training. In addition, the HKSI also
provides assistance for the administration of the Hong Kong
Coach Education Programme, organises a host of coach education
courses and co-organises a Bachelor programme in Sports
Training with Beijing Sport University. These measures aim to
nurture sports coaches, as well as all who participate in sports at
all levels including the elite level.

To raise public awareness and enhance public recognition of
elite sports, the HKSI launched its quarterly magazine, Sports
Excellence during the year. The magazine provides publicity
opportunities for the latest activities and development on the
local elite sports scene. In addition, the HKSI continues to
explore joint promotional and sponsorship opportunities with
commercial organisations. Sponsorship activities in the year
include The Hongkong Bank Foundation Coach Education
Programme, Hang Seng Athlete Incentive Awards Scheme, and
the A.S. Watson Group/HKSI Outstanding Junior Athlete
Awards, each of which has successfully recognised the
outstanding performance of elite athletes winning medals at
international and regional sports competitions, of junior athletes
and coaches. The HKSI has also collaborated with RoadShow
to produce the sports info-programme "Hong Kong Elite Sport
Focus" to publicise the work of the HKSI - its facilities and
programmes, training for its 13 elite sports and two disabled sports
athletes - as well as to generate public interest through up-close
interviews with elite athletes. The info-programme will be
launched in July 2006, and was broadcast on buses operated by
the Kowloon Motor Bus Company (1933) Limited and a number
of public mini-buses.
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As the most comprehensive training centre for elite athletes in Hong Kong, the
HKSI maintains frequent exchanges with sports professionals abroad and in the
Mainland, enabling the HKSI to stay at the forefront of global developments in
the fast-changing world of sports. Overseas visitors include the First Gentleman
of the Philippines, Atty. Jose Miguel T. Arroyo, the Philippine Sports
Commission, the Luxembourg Olympic Committee, the Australian Sports
Commission, the Canadian Wushu Team, the Netherlands Wushu Team, the
Austrian Table Tennis Team, the Suzhou Sports Bureau, the Henan Anyang
Sports Commission, the Beijing Sport University and the Jiangsu Sports
Delegation.

The HKSI also sent exchange tours and delegations to Doha of Qatar and Nanjing
to facilitate more international exchange of sports expertise. Apart from keeping
Hong Kong updated with global trends, these exchanges help build public
awareness and support for local elite sports development and international
recognition for the HKSI from sports-related organisations overseas.

As mentioned in the HKSAR Chief Executive's 2006/07 Policy Address, the
Government has allocated funds for the redevelopment of the HKSI to upgrade
local elite training facilities to international standards, and an additional recurrent
grant of HK$40 million to enhance the support services for elite athlete training.
I am much encouraged by this gesture of support and appreciation, for it signifies
recognition of HKSI's efforts at elite athlete training over the years, of the hard
work of elite athletes and the organisations which assisted them. Government's
support is much needed since some facilities at the 25-year-old headquarters of
the HKSI are becoming obsolete. This golden opportunity for redevelopment
and reprovisioning of the HKSI would improve the training environment and
the support services for the future.

Over the year, the Board of Directors and all HKSI staff have worked with
commitment and dedication through all the difficulties and changes to fulfill
their mission of training Hong Kong's elite athletes. I am sure that, in the future,
whether working in the WKSYV or in Fo Tan after the 2008 Olympics, we will
be as determined and as dedicated in supporting Hong Kong's athletes in their
pursuit of sports excellence.

Dr Eric Li GBS JP
Chairman
Hong Kong Sports Institute Limited
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