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FEE Chairman’s Statement
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particularly as we worked alongside our
ERARTMBERNER  WARR-ZFZT/N\FARAEY  athletes to prepare for the Beijing 2008

ABVKZEEBRBEX - Olympic and Paralympic Games. During
the year, we also made important
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PR N . Ischarged with providing an environment in which sports talent can
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NEBEHEG19MHER - BENESMNES - R international sporting arena. This commitment continued to reap rich
BEZE FHMERILES  BREFHSHEPER @  rewards in 2007/08, with elite athletes, junior athletes and athletes
X . ESE . SRR BERR - EEIR - REAER - =@ A - 38 Wwith disability all participating at the highest level in Major Games
ERRERGI0EEREEE S ALE4ESE - and international competitions. Hong Kong’s elite athletes brought
home 15 gold, 9 silver and 12 bronze medals in the 2™ Asian
Indoor Games as well as a gold medal in the 6! National Cities
Games during the year. In the 2" Asian Indoor Games in
particular, the women’s swimming team blazed through the
year winning 19 medals, including 11 gold. In other international
competitions, our elite athletes won a further 24 gold medals
in 10 sports including badminton, bodybuilding, cycling,
snooker, squash, table tennis, tenpin bowling, triathlon,
windsurfing and wushu.

An important part of our work is to nurture the next
generation of elite athletes, which is why it was particularly
encouraging to see our junior athletes perform so well in
2007/08. These up-and-coming young athletes won 18 gold
medals in the international competitions during the year.
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The swimming team alone won 10 gold medals. The junior table
tennis team also performed excellently, winning 5 gold medals. In
windsurfing and wushu, our junior athletes likewise led Hong Kong
to gold and proved that the HKSI’s formula for nurturing talent
continues to succeed.

For elite disability sports athletes, 2007/08 was a year of excellent
results, with our athletes proving that they have the passion
and dedication to shine in international competition. The fencing
team won a spectacular 13 gold medals during the year; in table
tennis, our athletes won 3 gold medals, and brought the year’s overall
medal haul in disability sports to 39 — a truly remarkable
achievement.

Financial support from the Government plays a critical role in this
success. Government subventions for 2007/08 accounted for 88%
(HK$161million) of the HKSI’s total income for the year, supporting a
total of 666 HKSI Scholarship Athletes, including 208 elite athletes,
171 junior athletes and 287 potential athletes from 11 Elite Sports, 12
non-Elite Vote-supported sports and disability sports.

Of course, one cannot talk about our elite athletes without mentioning
the Beijing 2008 Olympic and Paralympic Games, which were career
highlights for everyone involved. It was thrilling to see the number of
Hong Kong athletes who won medals, placed highly in their respective
events or broke Hong Kong records at the peak events in the
international sporting calendar.

Although the Games themselves were over all too quickly, the
preparation was meticulous and exhaustive. Indeed, our athletes’
sterling performances in a wide range of events marked the
culmination of years of hard preparation. In addition to the training
support given to each athlete, the HKSI also worked hard to deliver
world-class sports science and sports medicine services, including
nutritional support, psychological training, recovery and
rehabilitation, scientific training analysis and monitoring.
Throughout the year, we also worked hard to maintain our training
facilities to the highest standard and to ensure optimal preparation
for the Games.

In addition to Olympic and Paralympic preparations, it was also a
busy year for international visits and exchanges. The highlight of the
year was the visit to the HKSI by the President of the People’s Republic
of China, Hu Jintao, on 29 June 2007, who met a number of top local
athletes and presented a silver cyclist statue to the HKSI to enhance
morale during the preparations for the Beijing 2008 Olympic and
Paralympic Games. Other high-level officials who visited during the
year included Yu Zaiging, Vice Minister of the General Administration
of Sport of China, as well as Hong Kong SAR'’s Chief Executive Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen and Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun-wah. To
keep the HKSI at the cutting-edge of training and research, HKSI
colleagues made a number of trips to important events in Mainland
China and overseas, including one to the Chengdu Sports University
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in which both parties signed an agreement on Chinese manual

therapy services in June 2007. As in previous years, we also
participated in relevant conferences, coach-training seminars
and other events, including our own International Scientific
Symposium which attracted some 200 delegates from
around the world.

Amid all these non-stop activities, the HKSI Redevelopment
Project continued to make steady progress. During the year,
we engaged in consultations with all our key stakeholders.
This dialogue enabled us to refine our plans to ensure that
the Project addresses the needs of all concerned parties. The finalised
proposal was submitted to the Legislative Council in March 2008,
and the funding request of over HK$1.7 billion was granted in June
2008. | am confident that this landmark Project will play a central role
in fostering the growth of elite sport and will position Hong Kong as
one of the leading centres of elite sport in the region.

| would also like to offer my thanks to the many sponsors who
supported us in 2007/08. Hang Seng Bank again supported the HKSI's
Athlete Incentive Awards Scheme to offer cash incentives to Hong
Kong’s Olympic and Paralympic athletes. The Hongkong Bank
Foundation likewise generously committed a further HK$5 million to
the Hong Kong Coach Education Programme for the years 2007-
2010. Our appreciation also goes to many other sponsors who
supported our elite athletes in different ways to enhance their social
status and promote the public awareness of sports development in
Hong Kong.

| also offer my thanks to the Government, which continued to
demonstrate its policy support, increased its sports funding in
2007/08, and facilitated an agreement with the eight University
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T RBEOBSBE-_SEH/EN\EELZHERMAE  Grants Committee-funded higher education institutions to produce

EEHMGE o BRI NESETSEET tailor-made support to elite athletes. This important new initiative
TN = " . ill give many athletes greater peace of mind and enable them to
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—ERLECT-TFENEBHAEIEE  BBEM  To promote our work and help raise the profile of elite sport in Hong

BHMELTRAARSZESBHRETS 2N EM  Kong, our Sports Excellence magazine has been published as a

NRABHEBEHRENET - newspaper supplement since December 2007. In 2007/08, we also

used strategic partnerships with media and organisations

such as Disney — The magazine for wits & fun and the Radio

Television Hong Kong’s Teen Power to raise our athletes’
profiles and bring them the recognition they deserve.

| offer my sincerest thanks to the HKSI Board of Directors,
Committee Members, senior management and all
members of staff. The collaborative and supportive nature
of the entire organisation has enabled us to surpass
expectations in 2007/08. Looking ahead, | am confident
that we will successfully push ahead with the HKSI
Redevelopment Project and prepare for the National
Games and East Asian Games in 2009 and the Asian
Games in 2010.

| look forward to the continuous support of all our
stakeholders, the Government, commercial sponsors,
the media and the community who together form the bedrock of
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