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Direct Financial Support to Athletes

Commencing in 2008/09, the Government has committed to further
allocate an annual recurrent funding of HK$8 million to the HKSI to
strengthen its support of elite athletes, of which HK$4 million will be
allocated to the Direct Financial Support of athletes. In 2008/09, a sum
of HK$41.62 million was allocated to over 540 local elite athletes from 36
sports under four funding schemes, representing a significant increase
of 31% compared to the previous fiscal year’s allocation. This increased
funding provided elite athletes with a more financially stable environment

in which to undergo training and compete in Major Games.

¢ Elite Training Grant
The Elite Training Grant (ETG) is provided to HKSI Scholarship Athletes
of Elite Sports and elite athletes of non-Elite Vote-supported sports
under the Individual Athletes Support Scheme (IASS). The ETG is a
lump sum grant that has replaced the previous monthly stipend for
Scholarship Athletes of Elite Sports and the Sports Aid Foundation
Fund since 2007/08. In 2008/09, the ETG scheme allocated some
HK$28.74 million to 367 athletes (178 Senior, 189 Junior). A maximum
of HK$300,000 was granted to each Senior Athlete and HK$78,000

to each Junior Athlete. For the recipient list, please refer to Annex 3.

e Sports Aid Grant
The Sports Aid Grant (SAG) provides direct financial assistance
to elite athletes of non-Elite Vote-supported sports not under the
IASS, as well as elite athletes of Elite Sports not under the HKSI
Sports Scholarship Scheme. In 2008/09, the SAG scheme allocated
HK$4.25 million to 109 athletes (73 Senior, 25 Junior and 11 Team-
only Sports’ Athletes). A maximum of HK$150,000 was granted
to each Senior Athlete, HK$39,000 to each Junior Athlete and
HK$42,000 to each Team-only Sports’ National Sports Association

(NSA). For the recipient list, please refer to Annex 4.

e Sports Aid for the Disabled Grant
The Sports Aid for the Disabled Grant (SADG) provides direct
financial assistance to Hong Kong athletes who have demonstrated
the performance and potential to achieve success in the international
sports arena. In 2008/09, the SADG scheme allocated HK$3.39
million to 64 elite athletes, with a maximum of HK$65,000 granted

per athlete. For the recipient list, please refer to Annex 5.
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¢ Individual Athletes Support Scheme
Starting in 2007/08, elite athletes of non-Elite Vote-supported
sports and secondary disciplines of Elite Sports supported under
the Scheme will receive the ETG at the same level as Scholarship
Athletes of Elite Sports.
be granted to these athletes through their respective NSAs to

In addition, programme funding will

further support their individual elite training needs. In 2008/09, the
Individual Athletes Support Scheme allocated HK$5.24 million to
47 athletes (29 Senior, 18 Junior). A maximum of HK$135,000 was
granted to each Senior Athlete and a maximum of HK$90,000 to

each Junior Athlete. For the recipient list, please refer to Annex 6.

Sports for Athletes with Disabilities

In 2008/09, the HKSI distributed HK$1.35 million, an increase of
HK$250,000, to support the Elite Training Programme of sports
for athletes with disabilities. From this amount, HK$1 million was
allocated to the Hong Kong Paralympic Committee & Sports
Association for the Physically Disabled. A further HK$350,000 was
allocated to the Hong Kong Sports Association for the Mentally
Handicapped.

Hang Seng Athlete Incentive
Awards Scheme

In the lead-up to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games and Paralympic
Games, the HKSI and Hang Seng Bank once again joined hands
to launch the Hang Seng Athlete Incentive Awards Scheme. To
encourage Hong Kong athletes’ participation in the Olympics and
Paralympics, the Scheme offered cash incentives to any athlete with
an outstanding achievement in either of the Games. A ceremony was
held on 12 December 2007 to mark the launch of the Scheme.
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Following the successful conclusion of both Games, presentation
ceremonies were held on 16 and 22 September 2008 for Olympic and
Paralympic athletes respectively, during which over HK$1.42 million
was awarded. Of the total amount awarded, HK$950,000 went to
19 athletes who placed in the top 16 in their respective events or
who broke Hong Kong records at the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games,
and HK$472,000 went to 14 athletes who ranked in the top eight in
their respective events or who broke world records and Hong Kong

records at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games.

Established by the HKSI in 1994 and sponsored by Hang Seng
Bank since 1996, this important Scheme offers cash incentives to
local athletes to encourage outstanding performance in the Olympic
Games, the Paralympic Games and the National Games. In 2005,
Hang Seng also extended its sponsorship to medallists competing

at the East Asian Games.

Special Incentive Fund for HKSI
Scholarship Athletes

The Special Incentive Fund was established in January 2006
with a grant of HK$9 million from the Government’s Facility and
Programme Donations Scheme and the Grantham Scholarships
Fund. Administered by the HKSI, it provides cash incentives to
HKSI Scholarship Athletes on a biannual basis to encourage
the pursuit of excellence in international sporting competitions
between 2006 and 2009. In the period from January to December
2008, a total of HK$1.7 million was granted to 286 athletes who
achieved criterion results.

The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Elite Athletes Fund

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Elite Athletes Fund (the Trust Fund)
was established in 2004 to support elite athletes in Hong Kong.
In 2008/09, the Trust Fund contributed HK$9 million to the HKSI
for its Direct Financial Support to athletes, as well as a further
HK$204,000 as incentives payments for participation in Major
Games. For more details of the Trust Fund, please refer to the

financial statements on pages 79 to 89.
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Hong Kong Athletes Fund

Tuition fee subsidies for undergraduate studies have been granted to
athletes since the HKSI started to manage the Hong Kong Athletes
Fund in 1997. In 2008/09, HK$1.2 million was approved to cover the
tuition fees of nine athletes up to the 2011/12 academic year. The

recipients were:

e Tang Yik-chun (Athletics) e Au Wing-chi Annie (Squash)
e Cheng Chung-hang (Wushu) e Ho Pak-kei (Wushu)

e Law Sum-yin (Wushu) ¢ | eung Ka-wai (Wushu)

¢ Tang Siu-kong (Wushu) ® Yuen Ka-ying (Wushu)

e Zheng Tianhui (Wushu)
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Sports Science

The HKSI Sports Science Department, which is responsible for all
matters related to sports biochemistry, biomechanics, nutrition,
physiology and psychology, provides a broad spectrum of expert
scientific support for Scholarship Athletes. This includes scientific
testing, technique evaluation and enhancement, training and
recovery monitoring, sports nutrition consultation, psychological
training and a comprehensive doping control and education
programme. Major tasks in this fiscal year included:

® Providing coaches with more on-site support in preparing
athletes for Major Games and international competitions.
To facilitate this, a total of 647 days of overseas scientific
support services were provided.

® Presenting nine research articles at eight international
conferences and publishing four papers in international,
peer-reviewed sports science journals.

e Collaborating on several joint research projects with universities
in Hong Kong and Mainland China.

¢ QOrganising seminars at local universities and providing internships
to train and develop local sports science expertise.

¢ Organising seminars and symposia for local athletes, coaches
and NSAs.

® Receiving visiting sports professionals from Mainland China,
Australia and the Philippines for the exchange of information on

sports science and services.
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