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Personal / Social Development
Programmes

The Athlete Affairs Department supports the special needs of HKSI’s
gifted Scholarship Athletes through a number of programmes designed
to enable them to fully dedicate themselves to an elite training
lifestyle, without neglecting important social, personal and vocational

developmental needs.

In 2008/09, 481 athletes received educational information and guidance
from the Department, and 16 athletes were recommended for further
studies at local universities through the Sports Scholarship Scheme. A
total of 27 social and vocational development programmes were also
arranged for athletes of individual sports. These programmes were
tailored to each individual’s personal-social development needs. In
addition, an Elite Coaching Apprenticeship Programme was launched
to provide eligible elite athletes who will retire from sport in the next
two years with tailor-made part-time work experience in the field of

elite coaching.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Department also worked closely with
respective local sports organisations, educational institutions and
community agents to ensure the smooth and effective operation of its

key support programmes.

Searching for New Sport Stars

The Searching for New Sport Stars programme continues to be a
valuable means of identifying talented youngsters for the HKSI feeder
system. Elite Sports such as cycling, rowing, table tennis, windsurfing
and wushu all took advantage of this programme during the year
to strengthen their feeder squads, with a total of 180 youngsters

participating in the programme.

During the implementation of the programme, Elite Sport NSAs took an
active role in identifying, supporting and nurturing these talented young
athletes. A number of elite athletes also participated in promotional
activities with partner-schools. In addition to inspiring school children
with their experiences, these elite athletes also encouraged youngsters’
enthusiasm for sport by engaging in high-performance demonstrations

and performances.
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