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Research and Sports Information

The Research & Sports Information Section provides up-to-date sports
information services through the Hong Kong Sports Information Centre
(HKSIC) to meet the needs of sports science and sports medicine
professionals, coaches, athletes, NSAs, academic institutions and physical

education specialists.

The HKSIC houses some 14,000 Chinese and English books, 2,300 audio-
visual items, 500 printed journals and 1,000 e-journals from SPORTDiscus,
covering sports science and sports medicine, coaching, physical education
and recreation. A host of online resources are also available, including online
catalogues, Internet resources, research reports and research highlights. To
help users fully benefit from this breadth of information, the HKSIC provides
reference services, Interlibrary Loan Services, audio-visual viewing facilities
and reading areas. The HKSIC also provides two electronic databases,
namely EBSCOhost’s SPORTDiscus with Full Text and Wanfang Data.
EBSCOhost’s SPORTDiscus with Full Text provides indexed, full-text access
to more than 440 journals dating back to 1985 and covering all aspects of
sports subjects. Wanfang Data comprises two databases entitled “China
Academic Dissertations Full-Text Database” and “China Digitised Journals”,

both of which provide abstracts or full-text Chinese articles in PDF format.

The Section also provides secretariat support for the HKSI's annual
International Scientific Symposium, as well as administrative and technical

support for the HKSI’s scientific research and publications.
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Personal/Social Development Programmes
The Athlete Affairs Department supports the special needs of HKSI'’s gifted

Scholarship Athletes through a number of programmes designed to enable
them to fully dedicate themselves to an elite training lifestyle, without

neglecting important social, personal and vocational developmental needs.

In 2009/10, 112 athletes received educational information and guidance
from the Department, and 16 athletes were recommended for further studies
at local universities and tertiary institutes through the Sports Scholarship
Scheme. A total of 35 social and vocational development programmes
were also arranged for athletes of individual sports, covering topics from
language, life-skills, leadership, presentation and communication skills,
team building and professional image presentation to Hong Kong taxation
requirements. These programmes were tailored to each individual’s

personal-social development needs.
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The Elite Coaching Apprenticeship Programme, launched in 2008/09,
continued to provide eligible elite athletes who will retire from sport in the
next two years with tailor-made, part-time work experience in the field of elite

coaching.

Two exchange tours to Shandong and New Zealand were also organised for
athletes during the year, allowing them to gain invaluable life experience. For

details, please see page 55.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Department also worked closely with local

sports organisations, educational institutions and community agents to

ensure the smooth and effective operation of its key support programmes.

Athletes participate in various social and vocational development programmes.
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Talent Identification Programme
The HKSI works in partnership with Elite Sport NSAs to identify talented

youngsters through the Talent Identification Programme, which was extended
in 2009/10 to include two programmes - “Talent Search” and “Talent Screen”
— with the aim of reaching out to more schools to identify and refer potential

athletes to the NSA and HKSI programmes.

Talent Search targets school children without much knowledge or experience
in sports for early grooming as potential future elite athletes. Both scientific
tests and sport-specific tests are organised to select youngsters with

potential talent for systematic long-term training.

Talent Screen targets junior athletes who are currently in NSA promotion or
development programmes, putting them through a series of scientific and
sport-specific tests for consideration of promotion to higher level training
under the NSA development programmes, and/or the HKSI elite training

programmes, as appropriate.
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During the year, Talent Search programmes were held for four Elite Sports,
namely cycling, fencing, rowing and wushu, with a total of 192 students
from 123 schools participating in the programmes and 93 of the participants

selected for long-term training.

Talent Screen programmes were conducted for tenpin bowling, karatedo and
wushu, with a total of 161 young athletes undergoing a series of scientific
tests. The test results were used to analyse their potential for further

development.
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Training Facilities

The HKSI headquarters, after being based at Wu Kwai Sha Youth Village
(WKSYV) from January 2007, were moved back to the Fo Tan premises
starting in the first quarter of 2010. In 2009/10, the elite training facilities for
the 14 Elite Sports were provided on site or at various Leisure and Cultural

Services Department venues, as follows:

e Athletics* Ma On Shan Sports Ground (Training resumed at the Fo
Tan site in January 2010)
e Badminton Ma On Shan Sports Centre (Training resumed at the Fo

Tan site in March 2010)
e Billiard Sports* : Various commercial venues
e Cycling HKSI Cycle Velodrome, Fo Tan (A temporary velodrome
was built at Whitehead as a transitional arrangement for
athletes’ training while the one in Fo Tan was demolished
to make way for the construction of the nine-storey
multi-purpose building under the HKSI Redevelopment
Project.)
: WKSYV (Training resumed at the Fo Tan site in March
2010)

: atraining venue in Kwun Tong (from July 2009)

e Fencing

¢ Karatedo*

* Rowing Rowing Centre, Sha Tin

e Squash . Cornwall Street Squash and Table Tennis Centre,
Kowloon Tong (Training resumed at the Fo Tan site in
February 2010)

* Swimming : HKSI Swimming Pool, Fo Tan

e Table tennis : Cornwall Street Squash and Table Tennis Centre,
Kowloon Tong, and Tai Po Sports Centre (Training
resumed at the Fo Tan site in March 2010)

e Tenpin bowling : Various commercial venues

e Triathlon . Whitehead Club
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