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A variety of social and vocational development programmes were arranged
for athletes based on their individual personal-social development needs.
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Personal/Social Development Programmes

The Athlete Affairs Department supports the special needs of HKSI's
gifted Scholarship Athletes through a number of programmes designed to
enable them to fully dedicate themselves to an elite training lifestyle,
without  neglecting social, vocational

important personal and

developmental needs.

In 2010/11, 144 athletes received educational guidance from the Department,
and 23 athletes were recommended for further studies at local universities
and other tertiary institutes through the Sports Scholarship Scheme.

A total of 33 social and vocational development programmes were
arranged for athletes of individual sports, covering different topics,
including professional ethics, sport psychology, team building,
professional image, public speaking, communication skills, taxation
and financial planning, as well as sports massage and
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation knowledge. All these programmes

were tailored to each individual’s personal-social development needs.

Six athletes were supported to participate in the 18" Hongkong Bank
Foundation Elite Coaches Seminar in September 2010 in Shanghai (see
page 59 for details) as part of the elite athlete support pathway
development. Two exchange tours were organised for athletes during the
year, one to Japan and one to New Zealand, the latter sponsored by
ZESPRI®, allowing them to gain invaluable life experience. For details,
please see page 57.

BRERTIERR 2B EGRRIBRERS RN T IELR -
The Elite Coaching Apprenticeship Programme provided retiring elite
athletes with valuable work experience.
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BEUNSERBEHRELEENE D FERR -
Scientific and sport-specific tests are carried out to identify
talented youngsters for long-term training.

The Elite Coaching Apprenticeship Programme, launched in 2008/09,
continued to provide eligible elite athletes who will retire from sport in
the next two years with tailor-made, part-time work experience in the
field of elite coaching. Since its launch, 16 athletes have participated
in the programme.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Department also worked closely
with
community agents to ensure the smooth and effective operation of

local sports organisations, educational institutions and
its key support programmes. Options for providing quality, flexible
education services which would facilitate student athletes to train

full time were explored with key education bodies.

Talent Identification Programme

The HKSI works in partnership with Elite Sport NSAs to identify
talented youngsters through the Talent Identification Programme,
which includes two programmes — “Talent Search” and “Talent
Screen” — with the aim to identify and refer potential athletes to
NSA and HKSI programmes.

Talent Search targets school children without much knowledge or
experience in sports for early grooming as potential future elite
athletes. Both scientific tests and sport-specific tests are
organised to select youngsters with potential talent for systematic

long-term training.

Talent Screen targets junior athletes who are currently in NSA
promotion or development programmes, putting them through a series
of scientific and sport-specific tests for consideration of promotion
to higher level training under the NSA development programmes,
and/or the HKSI elite training programmes, as appropriate.

During the year, Talent Identification programmes were held for
billiard sports, windsurfing and wushu, in conjunction with the
respective NSAs to provide scientific tests and sport-specific tests

" for some 429 potential and junior athletes, of which 62 were
{ selected for further training.

FEZEF#E S5 FE Elite Training Support
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