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A variety of social and vocational development programmes are

organised for athletes to meet their development needs.

Personal/Social Development Programmes

The Athlete Affairs Department supports the special needs of HKSI's gifted
Scholarship Athletes through a number of programmes designed to enable
them to fully dedicate themselves to an elite training lifestyle, without
neglecting important social, personal and vocational developmental needs.

In the 2011/12 fiscal year, 247 athletes received educational guidance from
the Department. The large increase in the demand for educational support
over the last fiscal year was due partly to the double cohort in the 2011/12
academic year, which saw a rise in the number of athletes preparing for the
Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination or the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination. In addition, 12 athletes were
recommended for further studies at local universities and other tertiary
institutions in the 2011/12 academic year through the Sports Scholarship

Scheme.

A total of 57 social and vocational development programmes were arranged
for Scholarship Athletes, covering the topics of professional ethics,
language training, media relations, time management, goal setting, self
understanding, team building, event-management skills and taxation, as
well as music appreciation and organic farming. All these programmes were
tailored to each individual's personal-social development needs.

An exchange programme, ZESPRI® 2011 New Zealand Cultural Exchange
Tour, was organised in early April 2012 for athletes to gain valuable life
experience. For details, please see page 53.
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The Elite Coaching Apprenticeship Programme, launched in 2008/09,
continued to provide eligible elite athletes who expect to retire from
sport in the next two years with tailor-made, part-time work
experience in the field of elite coaching. Since its launch, 16 athletes
have participated in the programme.

Throughout the fiscal year, the Department also worked closely with
local sports organisations, educational institutions and community
agents to ensure the smooth and effective operation of its key support
programmes. Options for providing quality, flexible education services
which would facilitate full-time training of student athletes were
explored with key education bodies.

Talent Identification Programme
The HKSI works in partnership with Elite Sport NSAs to identify
talented youngsters through the Talent Identification Programme.

Talent Screen, one of the components of the programme, targets
junior athletes who are currently in NSA promotion or development
programmes, putting them through a series of scientific and
sport-specific tests for consideration of promotion to higher level
training under the NSA development programmes, and/or the HKSI
elite training programmes, as appropriate. During the year, a total of

560 athletes from badminton, cycling, fencing, karatedo, rowing,

windsurfing and wushu participated in the Talent Screen programme.
They went through a series of scientific tests and the test results were
used to analyse their potential for further development. From this
group, 62 were selected for further training.

B FEDSETHENSARERNH -
Junior athletes take part in scientific and sport-specific tests.

FEHIFZIE Elite Training Support
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